
In June 2020, coinciding with the International Day for the 
Elimination of Sexual Violence in Conflict, Syrian feminist 
organizations: Badael, Dawlaty, Women Now for Development, 
and the Syrian Female Journalists Network, as well as The Syria 
Campaign, launched the ‘Syrian Road to Justice’ campaign.

This campaign advocates for greater legal access to justice 
for survivors of sexual and gender-based violence (SGBV) 
perpetrated over the past ten years in the Syrian detention 
centers, especially for women survivors who face particular 
barriers to justice.

Survivors of SGBV in detention, and particularly female 
survivors, are discriminated against within society in multiple 
ways, from the social, economic and political to both public 
and private life. They often face a lifetime of trauma, social 
discrimination (stigma), and gender-based violence (‘honour’ 
crimes), making most too afraid to seek justice or speak out 
about their experiences, sometimes even to their families or 
friends. Some even experience violence and abuse as a result 
of their actual or perceived attack.

Survivors’ fight for their rights extends beyond the courtroom 
to every home and street in Syria and beyond. Until survivors 
are given the care, respect and support they so desperately 
need, international crimes will continue to go unpunished 
and basic humanity will fall short.

The campaign works to produce content that contributes 
to enhancing the access of survivors of SGBV to justice and 
narrating their experiences and challenges that they face.
The Syrian Female Journalists Network (SFJN) has therefore 
worked to produce this series of blogs written by survivors 
of gender-based violence (during detention), and/or 
experts in the field and others interested in the justice and 
accountability processes in Syria.
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The story began mid-
Ramadan of 2013, when 
we went to check on one 
of our close activists, who 
was recently released 
from detention, 
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