ENVIRONMENT IS A FEMINIST ISSUE




® INTRODUCTION

The Syrian Female Journalist Network (SFIN) and the Kvinna till Kvinna Foundation

collaborated on an engaging webinar series titled "Environment is a Feminist Issue”

Spanning from March to July 2023, these five webinars aimed to amplify women's
voices, shed light on their perspectives and explore their experiences on
environmental issues, environmental justice, and the impact of environmental

degradation on marginalized groups in Syria

This document provides a captivating summary of the insightful discussions that took
place during the webinars, offering a comprehensive overview of the key themes
explored. In the upcoming spring of 2024, a more extensive report will be
published and officially launched, delving deeper into the topics discussed.

Each webinar was expertly designed and moderated by Rula Asad, the co-founder
and former executive director of the Syrian Female Journalists Network (SFIN),
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BRIEF

Webinar 1:

Militarization and the Environment from a Regional Perspective

On March 29, 2023 Rula Asad met with Sarine Karajerjlan, the Program Director of
the Environmental Politics program at the Arab Reform Initiative (ARI) and Mawada
Bahhah, a Syrian journalist, to talk about "Militarization and the Environment from
a Reglonal Perspective".

The discussion centered on several interconnected themes, including the link
between the environment and militarism, the importance of integrating
environmental research projects with broader concerns, and the significance of
data collection to shape policies. Speakers also underscored a sense of skepticism
and distrust towards international entities and events like the Conferences of the

Parties (COPs), often seen as platforms for greenwashing propaganda.

Furthermore, the discussion delved into the impact of Syria's economic situation on
women, who have assumed greater responsibilities in light of war and militarization.
It also touched upon the repercussions of repeated displacement, which heightens
women's vulnerability to sexual harassment, assaults and gender-based violence
The discussion also addressed the consequences of armament and militarization,
particularly how it leads to a depletion of male labor from agricultural lands, thereby

burdening women and diminishing the productive green spaces in the country.

In response to these challenges, the conversation emphasized the need for fostering
cross-border sclidarity in the region and promeoting collaboration between the
feminist and environmental feminist movements. It stressed the importance of
incorporating environmental concerns into the feminist agenda, with a specific

focus on the intersection between feminist and environmental issues



Webinar 2:

Women's Environmental Initiatives in Syria and Lessons Learmed

On April 26, 2023 Rula Asad, met with Zeina Shahla, a Syrian journalist, who is
interasted in social, cultural and environmental issues and Hivin Shexo, a feminist
activist and envirenmental expert from Qamishli, who holds a BA in Biology,
majoring in Environmental Science to talk about "Women's Environmental

Initiatives In Syria and Lessons Learned”.

The discussion reflected that women are largely involved in environmental
initiatives in Syria. They are at the forefront of local projects. of creating awareness
and coming up with new ideas. However, it would be deceptive to solely foreground
this image as there is another reality that is harsh, characterized by dire living
conditions, complex governmental structures, scarcity of resources and lack of

awareness around the snvironment

Creating more apprehension within communities as well as on a more systemic
level through collaborations with educational institutions, research centers and
transnational initiatives that foster sclidarity and strengthen funding mechanism is
crucial The burden of environmental justice cannot fall solely on women’'s and
activists’ shoulders. In changing the narrative around the environment, it is further
crucial to highlight that the environment is not an issue that is standing on its own
but one that is inextricably linked to socio-economic improvements, belonging,
peace, and justice that concerns everyone If communities stand in solidarity with
each other, they can envision futures that go against destructive, extractive, and

harmful practices
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Webinar 3:

Environment in Politics

On May 31, 2023 Rula Asad, met with Angham Dalyoub, pre-doctoral researcher at
CREAF (Ecological and Forestry Applications Centre) and a collaborating researcher
at ICTA (institute of Environmental Science and Technology) that specializes in
biodiversity conservation and environmental justice and Hevin Shexo, environmental
activist, and former employee of the General Department of Envirenment within
the Autonomous Administration of North and East Syria to talk about

"The Environment Iin Politics™

The discussion introduced two significant concepts: “war ecology” and "political
ecology " "War ecclogy” encompasses the environmental conseguences of war,
including explosions, militarization, forest destruction, and institutional breakdown.
“Political ecology” focuses on the interplay between political, socio- economic
factors, and environmental issues. It highlights the importance of environmental
justice and reveals the connections between climate change, marginalized

communities, and the intersection of racism and the environment

The discussion emphasized the complexity of the environment and politics in Syria,
highlighting how various elements are interconnected. It examined the handling

(or lack thereof) of environmental issues within Syria, considering factors such as
fragmentation, the impacts of war, and the roles played by international actors. The
discussion also touched upon challenges like the lack of data, corruption, and the
need for coordination and collaboration among local and international authorities
and organizations. It stressed the necessity of a multi-layered approach to achieve

effective environmental improvements.

Moreover, the discussion called for a reconsideration of the audience’s relationship
with the land and emphasized the importance of recognizing the environment as a

crucial aspect of Syria's well-being and a key element in the country's politics.



Webinar 4.

Environment in Media

On June 27, 2023 Rula Asad, Co-founder and former executive director of the Syrian
Female Journalists Network (SFJN) met with Mals Katt, an investigative journalist
from Syria, who is the Middle East and North Africa Editor at the Environmental
Investigative Forum (EIF) and Zeina Shahla, a Syrian journalist and researcher who
is interested in social, cultural and environmental issues, on Zoom to talk about

"Environment and Medla"

Becoming an environmental journalist is often connected te a memory, to witnessing
an injustice that becomes deeply ingrained in someone’s consciousness and
influences their professional path emphasizing one more time how the personal is
political As a rather new approach within the field of journalism, environmental
journalists, encounter various challenges such as access to data, funding opportunities
and structural support Therefore, working across borders and regions is crucial by
undertaking joint investigations, that emphasize commonalities and allow journalists
to share knowledge among each cther. In doing so, environmental journalism can

be strengthened, solidarity achieved, and knowledge production diversified

Unfortunately, environmental topics that concern the Global South, that occur as

a result of war, that have a detrimental effect on women’s sexual and reproductive
health are often not foregrounded Analyzing what happens in Ukraine,
Afghanistan and Syria and identifying common ground is therefore significant

In doing, an intersectional approach needs to be taken; an approach that takes
into account the voices of marginalized communities, that does not only have
experts report on such issues but gives people on the ground a voice to speak

for themselves,



Webinar 5:

The Environment is Feminist Issue

On July 25, 2023 Rula Asad, Co-founder and former executive director of the Syrian
Female Journalists Network (SFJN) met with Nour Abu-Assab, PhD, independent
multidisciplinary academic with 20 years of experience in working on social justice
issues in the Global South and Angham Dalyoub, pre-doctoral researcher at CREAF
(Ecological and Forestry Applications Centre) and a collaborating researcher at
ICTA (Institute of Environmental Science and Technology) that specializes in
biodiversity conservation and environmental justice, on Zoom to talk about

"The Environment is a Feminist lssue™

The discussion emphasized how taking an intersectional lens can help to identify
which communities are disproportionately affected by the climate crisis. Even though,
intersectionality is inextricably linked to feminist research practices it is not the only
means to offer comprehensive analyses to challenge injustices and oppression |t is
thus crucial to embed our analyses into theoretical frameworks that explore how
social inequalities are shaped by power relations and the systems that surround

us and the reasons for why this Is happening Accordingly, the discussion spoke
about structural, historical, institutional but also the individual realm when
discussing the environment as a feminist issue and the speakers emphasized the
importance of everybody’s own social responsibility surrounding the topic and

how we cannot disregard the fact that we are part of a larger ecosystem

Further, the speakers underlined that the environment is a feminist issue because
of women being disproportionately affected by climate crisis impacts but warns us
not to perceive women as a homogenous group that appears in a void We need
to analyse which groups of women are impacted by looking at systemic, historical,

institutional and individual factors.

As a result, it is crucial to involve women who have been directly impacted by
climate change in the reconstruction efforts of ecosystems, in the formulation of
policies, in decision making processes by not only locking at them as victims but

as contributors towards positive change, as knowledge providers.
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